Chapter 27

Perfect activity leaves no track behind it;

Perfect speech is like a jade-worker whose tool leaves no mark.

The perfect reckoner needs no counting-slips;

The perfect door has neither bolt nor bar,

Yet cannot be opened.

The perfect knot needs neither rope nor twine,

Yet cannot be united.

Therefore the sage

Is all the time in the most perfect way helping men,

He certainly does not turn his back on men.

Is all the time in the most perfect way helping creatures,

He certainly does not turn his back on creatures.

This is called resorting to the light.

Truly, ‘the perfect man is the teacher of the imperfect;

But the imperfect is the stock-in-trade

Much learning though he may posses, is far astray.

This is the essential secret.

