Chapter 31

Fine weapons are none the less ill-omened things. That is why, among people of good birth, in peace the left-hand side is the place of honour, but in war this is reversed and the right-hand side is the place of honour. The Quietist, even when he conquers, does not regard weapons as lovely things. For to think them means to delight in the slaughter of men. And he who delights in the slaughter of men will never get what he looks for out of those that dwell under heaven. A host that has slain men is received with grief and mourning, he that has conquered in battle is received with rites of mourning.

