Chapter 38

The man of highest ‘power’ does not reveal himself as a possessor of ‘power’;

Therefore he keeps his ‘power.’
The man of inferior ‘power’ cannot rid it of the appearance of ‘power’;

Therefore he is in truth without ‘power’.

The man of highest ‘power’ neither acts nor is there any who so regards him;

The man of inferior ‘power’ both acts and is so regarded.

The man of highest humanity, though he acts, is not so regarded;

Whereas a man of even the highest morality both acts and is so regarded.

While even he who is best versed in ritual not merely acts, but if people fail to respond 

Then he will pull up his sleeves and advance upon them.

That is why it is said: ‘After Tao was lost, then came the “power”;

After the “power” was lost, then came human kindness.

After human kindness was lost, then came morality.

After morality was lost, then came ritual.

Now ritual is the mere husk of loyalty and promise-keeping.

And is indeed the first step towards brawling.’
Foreknowledge may be the ‘flower of doctrine’,

But it is the beginning of folly.

Therefore the full-grown man takes his stand upon the solid substance and not upon the mere husk,

Upon the fruit and not upon the flower.

Truly, ‘he rejects that and takes this’.

