Chapter 48

Learnig consists in adding to one’s stock day by day;

The practice of Tao consists in ‘subtracting day by day,

Subtracting and yet again subtracting

Till one has reached inactivity.

But by this very inactivity

Everything can be activated.’
Those who of old won the adherence of all who live under heaven

All did so by not interfering.

Had they interfered,

They would never have won this adherence.

